CIVIL  ADMINISTRATION
accordance with Indian practice for every aspect of life within
the division, was extended and the hierarchy of officials
increased from 1918 to 1920. The very titles borne in India,
Civil Commissioner, Political Officer, Assistant Political Officer,
Revenue Officer, Judicial Officer and others were reproduced
in the 'Iraq administration.1
Whether or not the Acting Civil Commissioner desired to
extend the Indian system or not, the shadow of India was over
him at all times. Such administrative practices as he had
learned by 1914, when at the age of thirty he was inducted
into the political service in Mesopotamia, had been learned in
India. His early assistants with a few notable exceptions, had
been trained in Indian methods and with a tenacity character-
istic of Indian Civil Servants, refused to acknowledge that
methods applicable to Indians might not be suitable for Arabs.
Officers came from other parts of the Empire but the Indian
tradition remained.2
Much of the Indian influence on the character of the admin-
istration in clraq was undoubtedly due to the fact that India
had provided both the motive and the personnel for the
Expeditionary Force. The original intention of making
Mesopotamia a dependency of India had been given up but
the rumour persisted and had to be officially denied.3 The early
suggestion that 'Iraq might provide an outlet for India's surplus
population4 had subsided but had not entirely died out even
in official circles.5 The strongest claim, however, which India
1 Political Officer H. R. P. Dickson had suggested in 1917 that familiar Arab
titles be given to the British officers.  Admin. Report, Suq esh-Shuyukh, 1916-
1917, p. 20.
2 There has been a suggestion of a Civil Service on the lines of the Indian
Civil Service, but comprising 'Iraq,   the   Sudan and the Levant generally
Telegram, S/S for India to Political, Baghdad, March 29th, 1917; also Orrnsby
Gore, W.,y. C. Asian Soc., Vol. vn (1920).
3 Telegram   No    3070, Balfour, Paris,   to   Political,  Baghdad,   February
loth, 1919.
4J C. Asian Soc., Vol. iv (191?), P- 87
5 The Secretary of State for India, Edwin Montagu, writing in February, 1918,
in My Indian Diary (1930), p. 250, seems to have had in mind some colonizing
scheme for Mesopotamia.
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